Term Project Description
Your term project for Environmental Biology will be an illustrated, informative, PowerPoint presentation that covers a current environmental issue.  You will need to select an environmental issue that interests you, research that topic by using the Internet and/or library sources, and put together an informative slide presentation based on your research.   In definition, “issue” means a “subject of concern”, so topics should cover such things as environmental changes, environmental losses, or environmental controversies.  Since there are so many environmental issues occurring in the world today, finding an exciting, appropriate, current topic should not be at all challenging.
Do not choose a huge, broad issue such as Global Climate Change or Acid Rain or Deforestation. If possible, I want you to focus in on a specific problem in a specific area  (For example: “The impact of a specific invasive species in a particular area”) 
Also, if the topic that you choose is something that we cover during the semester, you will be expected to use information that goes well beyond the facts covered in class. Please review the issues and major topics for each of the eight modules to find out what will be covered during the lectures. I don’t have to preapprove your topic choice, but you may request my feedback on your topic before you start your research. (I have provided module 5 &6 The Chesapeake bay and great lake if you would like to use an issue or subject from concern from class to use the course modules for information)
You must use PowerPoint and not some other presentation program.
You may not copy and paste statements out of your sources onto the slides.  The wording should be yours and yours alone. Changing a few words in someone else’s sentences is still considered plagiarism. You should try to bullet your discussion points as much as possible. Full sentences and lengthy paragraphs aren’t needed on most slides. This approach protects you from any risk of plagiarism.
The quality of this PowerPoint should reflect “weeks of work” and not “hours of work”. Informational content accounts for 30% of the points earned. If thorough research is NOT evident in your presentation, a significant number of points will be ducted. 
Term Project is due on July 25th by midnight. 



All of the following are required:
· Title slide with your name at the bottom
· Outline slide.  – This briefly explains the order of the content of the presentation. The slide show needs to be well organized (logical and smooth flow of information) in order for full credit to be given. Formulating an outline will help you guarantee that the flow is logical.
· 12 or more “substance” slides*  (You need to show me that you have researched this topic! Include specifics – numbers, dates, research results, etc.). There is not an upper limit on slide number. 
· The connections between the environmental issue and human impact need to be addressed.									
· Other things to include if applicable:
· Description of the issue 
· Background information
· Reasons (causes) for the issue 
· Ecological consequences arising from this issue 
· Steps taken to rectify the issue (if any) 
*Note: If you only have a picture or pictures on a slide, that slide doesn’t count as a content slide, but if you have a graph or a map on the slide, it does. Ask your professor for clarification if you need it.
· Figures/diagrams - visuals are very important! For full credit, most all of your slides should have a picture, a figure, a diagram and/or a map on them. (Refer to grading rubric for specifics.) 

Sources of images must be credited on the slide that the image was used. You may put the citation in very small font below the figure or image, OR you may put the citation in the “Notes” area of the PowerPoint. You need to go to the page that the picture is actually found on (not google images, etc.) to get the correct citation.
· Summary slide – This slide should be more than a conclusion. It should reemphasize the main points of the talk. Any concluding statements that you want to make at the end are encouraged and they can be made on the summary slide or on another slide.									 
· Citations slide at end of presentation that contains all references used (text or websites).  Three or more acceptable references are required for full credit. A specific format is not required, but I need to be able to find all referenced sources, so make sure your citation complete. Hyperlinks are suggested. Wikipedia and similar types of sources are not acceptable references.
Grading: Your term project will be evaluated using the following grading rubric:

Topic      			10 pts  
(0 pts 	 Inappropriate topic / No environmental connection*)
	(6-9 pts   Appropriate topic but too general OR too much of a human only focus)			(10 pts 	 Appropriate topic that is focused, current and important.)

Informational Content 		30 pts 	
(0 -10 pts) Very general, common knowledge or class material rewritten
OR if any material was copied and pasted out of another source without		    credit being given OR if a significant amount of the information included is 			off topic AND/ OR Less than 6 content slides		
(11- 20 pts) Very limited amount of detailed information and/ or limited current 			      	 information about the issue OR incorrect information included AND/OR 				between 6-8 content slides
		(21 - 29 pts) Lack of detailed information AND/OR between 9-11 content slides 
	(30 pts)    Detailed, current, accurate information; thorough coverage of issue with at 				        least 12 content slides

Format                  		20 pts	
(0 – 10 pts) No title, outline, or summary slide or completely lack of organization
	(11 – 19 pts) Missing one or more of the organizational slides -5pts each, but not all; 					        OR any lack of logical flow of information
	(20 pts) All organizational slides present; & smooth, logical informational flow

Connections Explained 		10 pts
	(0 - 9 pts) Connection between the issue and human impact not fully explained
	(10 pts) Connections between the environmental issue and human population size or use				 of technology are fully explained.

Figures                       		20 pts 	
(0 pts) 	No figures, pictures, diagrams, graphs, or maps 
	(1-10 pts) Very limited amount of visual information = less than 50% of slides 					     containing visuals; or significant lack of image citations
	(11-19 pts) More than 50% but less than 75% of slides containing visuals or some lack 					of image citations
	(20 pts) 75% or more of slides with visuals and all citations given on the slides
	NOTE: Background of slide does not count as visual information & citation must be					 on slide that has the image.

Citations			10 pts	
(0 pts) 0 references
	(3 pts) only 1 valid reference or incomplete citations
	(6 pts) only 2 valid references or incomplete citations
	(10 pts) 3 valid references from which you accessed information.

                Total				100 pts
*If topic of your presentation is not related to Environmental Biology, you will not receive any credit for the assignment.

